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§149.105

(if an insured plan), and by the early
retiree.

(b) Costs are considered paid by an
early retiree, if paid by that individual
or another person on behalf of the
early retiree, and the early retiree (or
person paying on behalf of the early re-
tiree) is not reimbursed through insur-
ance or otherwise, or other third party
payment arrangement.

(c) Reimbursement is calculated by
first determining the costs for health
benefits net of negotiated price conces-
sions, within the applicable plan year
for each early retiree, and then sub-
tracting amounts below the cost
threshold and above the cost limit
within the applicable plan year for
each such individual.

(d) For purposes of determining
amounts below the cost threshold and
above the cost limit for any given early
retiree, all costs for health benefits
paid by the employment-based plan (or
by the insurer, if applicable), or by or
on behalf of, an early retiree, for all
benefit options the early retiree is en-
rolled in with respect to a given cer-
tified employment-based plan for a
given plan year, will be combined. For
each early retiree enrolled in an em-
ployment-based plan, there is only one
cost threshold and one cost limit per
plan year regardless of the number of
benefit options the early retiree is en-
rolled in during that plan year.

§149.105 Transition provision.

For a certified plan that has a plan
year that begins before June 1, 2010 and
ends on any date thereafter, the rein-
surance amount for the plan year must
be determined as follows:

(a) With respect to claims incurred
before June 1, 2010, the amount of such
claims up to $15,000 count toward the
cost threshold and the cost limit. The
amount of claims incurred before June
1, 2010 that exceed $15,000 are not eligi-
ble for reimbursement and do not
count toward the cost limit.

(b) The reinsurance amount to be
paid is based only on claims incurred
on and after June 1, 2010, that fall be-
tween the cost threshold and cost limit
for the plan year.
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§149.110 Negotiated price concessions.

(a) The amount of negotiated price
concessions that will be taken into ac-
count in determining the reinsurance
amount will reflect negotiated price
concessions that have already been
subtracted from the amount the em-
ployment-based plan or insurer paid for
the cost of health benefits and the
amount of post-point-of-sale nego-
tiated price concessions received.

(b) At a time specified by the Sec-
retary, sponsors are required to dis-
close the amount of post-point-of-sale
price concessions that were received
but not accounted for in their sub-
mitted claims.

§149.115 Cost threshold and cost limit.

The following cost threshold and cost
limits apply individually, to each early
retiree as defined in §149.2:

(a) The cost threshold is equal to
$15,000 for plan years that start on any
date before October 1, 2011.

(b) The cost limit is equal to $90,000
for plan years that start on any date
before October 1, 2011.

(c) The cost threshold and cost limit
specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section, for plan years that start
on or after October 1, 2011, will be ad-
justed each fiscal year based on the
percentage increase in the Medical
Care Component of the Consumer Price
Index for all urban consumers (rounded
to the nearest multiple of $1,000) for
the year involved.

Subpart D—Use of
Reimbursements

§149.200 Use of reimbursements.

(a) A sponsor must use the proceeds
under this program:

(1) To reduce the sponsor’s health
benefit premiums or health benefit
costs,

(2) To reduce health benefit premium
contributions, copayments,
deductibles, coinsurance, or other out-
of-pocket costs, or any combination of
these costs, for plan participants, or

(3) To reduce any combination of the
costs in (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section.

(b) Proceeds under this program must
not be used as general revenue for the
sponsor.
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